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Japanese police in Formosa, has further embittered these relations.
As the Japanese Government has, up to the present, refused to make
adequate amends for this incident, the situation has come to an
impasse. The Commander-in-Chief of the British East Asiatic Fleet
has postponed his official scheduled visit to Japan while embarrassing
questions have been asked and resolutions introduced in the British
Parliament. Although Prince Chichibu, the Emperor's brother, is to
represent the Emperor at the forthcoming Coronation in London in
May, it would appear, under present circumstances, that he may
not receive so warm a welcome as would have been the case a few
years ago.
In Japan itself, much outspoken criticism is heard by those who
dislike the agreement with Germany and who would prefer to
strengthen the old Anglo-Japanese friendship, a friendship which at
present is distinctly on the decline.
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Protest from the people is the significant new factor in Japanese
politics. As the year 1937 opens, popular opposition to the Govern-
ment's policies is making itself felt with greater emphasis than at
any time since before 1931. Cabinets in the past have been subjected
to opposition pressure, but for many years no opposition has so
directly derived from the people themselves.
This does not mean that public opinion is even approaching control.
Far from it. There is, however, an encouraging growth of popular
sentiment that the people should have a voice in current discussion
of political questions. This sentiment, growing by reason of the
economic and political difficulties brought on the nation by the
military, lacks unification and leadership ; but there is in the move-
ment some prospect of its eventually developing into a check on
the belligerent attitude of the country now dictated by the military
who, are still in the saddle. Observers have often felt that the greatest
international danger from Japan is the vulnerability of her system
of government to the provoking of a war not initiated by the desires
of the people. Any tendency for the people to demand the right to
be consulted is salutary. It is a long road to a mature appreciation
on the part of any population, no matter how advanced in political
experience, of the cost of war ; but the first stretches of that road—
possibly to be abandoned later—have at least appeared in the viru-
lence of recent protest against the secret diplomacy which faced the
country with an accomplished fact. The country has recognized the
agreement with Germany as holding serious dangers to Japan's
position in the world. The protest has rapidly spread to other
subjects also. Public opinion in Japan has a way of dissipating itself
ineffectually, and that may be the upshot of the present protest, but
as the year opens it is conspicuous and real.
In addition to the disapproval of the agreement with Germany, of

